
2024 Donor List    
2024 Year in Review
Kline Levee Additions
LMEF Board Members
LMEC Board Members  

WHAT'S INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

LAKE MAXINKUCKEE
ENVIRONMENTAL FUND

“The preservation of an ecologically healthy Lake Maxinkuckee and its watershed”
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Even the largest water-sheds and water-bodies are a function of
many small particles, organisms, and molecules, of people and
our small actions. Compounded over time, year after year. 

Your consistent and compounded support allows us to continue
our efforts at nudging each of these actions toward the way of
health. On behalf of the LMEF Board and Council, 

Thank you for your gifts, attention, time and
dedication!

Adam Thada
LMEF President

CUMULATIVE
cu-mu-la-tive (adj.)

“formed by or resulting from accumulation or the
addition of successive parts or elements”
                                                                                  

“Do unto those downstream
as you would have those

upstream do to you.”

– Wendell Berry



2024 Annual Sustaining Fund 

Visionary
($10,000 and above)
Anonymous
Anonymous
Carlie Irsay-Gordon
William and Wendy Kortepeter
Jamie and Dick Schulte

Fleet Admiral
($5,500 - $9,999)
Jean and David Franckowiak
Toots and Jim Henderson
Elizabeth and J.A. Lacy
Mr. John Stimson
John & Carol Zeglis

Vice Admiral
($2,500 - $5,499)
The Beckers Outback
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Duchossois
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Ford
Griffith Family Foundation
Dave and Sandy Haist
Mike & Ashley Joyce
Chris and Julie LaMothe
Mark and Marabeth Levett
Pete and Jenny Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Starr
Mr. Thomas Story
Mitch and Amy Unger

Admiral
($1,500 - $2,499)
Mr. Warren Bair
Edwin H. Becker Family Endowment
Dr. and Mrs. Brian Cole
Ted and Julia Dunn
Ellen and Paul Gignilliat
Nick and Jo Anne Rutigliano
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Schenberg
Eric and Mary Smith
Mr. and Mrs. David Smitson
Jason and Molly Sturman
Jim and Emily Sturman

Commander
($700 - $1,499)
Anonymous
Dr. and Mrs. Doug Bird 
Kathleen and Michael Boswell 
Gina and Jim Bremner
Cleveland Cottage
Mr. Littrell Clark/Ms. Kathy Smith
Nancy and Doug Dunn
Ray and Mary Ellen Farabaugh
Drs. Joseph and Noreen Faulkner
Dee Florea
Steve and Lisa Ford
Mark and Amy Ford
Don and Tracy Fox
Rick and Beth Anne George
Geoffrey Geupel
The Gibson Foundation 
Mr. and Mrs. William Griffith
Hageboeck Family
Greg and Ginny Hahn
Bill and D'Ann Hamm
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Held
Rich and Juliann Benson Heise
Curt and Debby Kelly
Alan and Wendy Loehr
Sarah and Mac McNaught
Robert and Diana Mitchell
Sally Peacock
Randy and Mary Rogers
Tom and Susie Sams
Edward and Jodie Schroeder 
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Schultz
The Semler Family
Mr. and Mrs. James Shea III
Ben and Judy Smith
Gene and Martha Tardy
Jeff and Benita Thomasson
Steve and Courtenay Wagner
Gary and Kim Warren
Brian and Sue Welch
The Francis Wilkins Family
The Zimmerman Family

Mrs. Judy Becker
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Berger
Larry and Jackye Berger
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bilsland
Kelly and Steve Bodner
Bourgraf Foundation
Jane Bradley
Tim and Karen Brust
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Burgy
Cafe Max
Thomas Cappas Family
John (JD) Castleman
Tim and Janice Coleman
Collins & Company Realtors
Nancy Costin
The Dapp & Griffin Cottage
James Crisman
Trevor and Amy Curtis
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Damore
Mr. and Mrs. Don Densborn
Dr. and Mrs. J. Ducker
Tom and Sara Duiser
Rich and Denise Einecker
William Elder
David Evans
Jim and Becky Fehsenfeld
The Foster Family
Joe and Julienne Gee
Elizabeth Gignilliat
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Grund
The Hansen Cottage
Jim and Gaye Haist
The John Hart Family
Jerry Hazlewood
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STREAM TEAM
Volunteers

 Ginny Hahn

Scott Holaday

Gayle Lewallen

Karl Swedlund

Gene Tardy

Lieutenant
($200 - $699)
Anonymous
Mary and Shawn Aiken
Whitney Alvis
James and Gina Arata
Barnes Cottage
Mr. and Mrs. Rex Barrett
Ms. Sally Barrett
Mrs. Dixie Becker
John and Susan Becker



Data Buoy
Receipt of $15,000 from the
Vonnegut Fund at the Marshall
County Community Foundation to
purchase a data buoy... launching
spring 2025.

Wetland Tour 
November
Twenty folks dusted off their boots
for a soggy and sunny tour of the
three wetlands that protect the
main tributaries of Lake
Maxinkuckee. 

Citizen Concerns
Assisted with citizen concerns
around the lake, including
inquiries on sump pumps, fish die-
offs, wetland violations, dredging,
and more.

Presidential Transition
With gratitude, said goodbye to
retiring President Debbie Palmer,
and hello to Adam Thada.

Youth Outreach
CYC Garden Club
LakeFest Craft Table

2024 IN REVIEW

Stream Team
Continued with volunteer stream
monitoring, tracking nutrients
flowing into the lake.

Indiana Clean Lakes Program
Continued with volunteer lake
sampling.

Aquifer Talk
Invited Ginger Davis, research
geologist with the Indiana
Geological Survey, to Culver
Academies to talk about the
science of aquifers.   

Lake Max Messages - Blog
Numerous articles about Lake
Maxinkuckee, the watershed and
the community.   

Monthly Digital Newsletter
Sign up to receive monthly
updates.

Summer Intern
Emily Heim - Purdue University

Project and Event Partners

 Another Great Year
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“For every complex
problem there is an
answer that is clear,
simple, and wrong.” 

– H. L. Mencken



Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery Stroman
Mrs. Eleanor Lee Swanke
Karen L. Tardy
Bruce and Paula Thoma
Sam and Judy Van Til
Mr. and Mrs. Frank D. Van Til
Vicki Townsend
Richard Troester
Julie Vorm
Mr. and Mrs. Loyal Wilson
Rae and Randy Wilson
Barbara Winters
Mr. Albert Wurster

Ensign
(Up to $199)
Bruce and Viki Anderson
Jerry and Regina Anderson
Bob and Beth Austgen
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Baker
John and Ann Barney
Sharon Bassett
The Bates Family Cottage
Lori Bendy
Gene and Cheryl Benedict
Sidney and Gwen Bernstein
Agnes Bramfeld
Bob and Pat Brandstatter
The Brigel Family Cottage
Kevin and Cathy Bullard
The Button Cottage, Chip & Elizabeth 
     Ballew
The Camerano Family
John and Lynn Crist
Dr. Michael and Judy Deery
Joan Drompp McAfee
Mrs. Anne Duff
Mrs. Ann Dye/Holliday Cottage
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ford

Tom and Sherrill Fujimura
Mr. and Mrs. William Furry
Jim and Charlotte Hahn
Jeff and Kimberly Hamilton 
Craig and Diane Hays
Drs. James and Sharon Harig
The Heckel Family
Mr. and Mrs. John Helphrey
Lou and Jaime Hensley
Linda Hensley
Kathy and Jeff Hermanson
Sarah and Charles Hetzel
Mr. Thomas Hinkes and Ms. Suzanne
Gignilliat
Barbara Hirchak
Drs. Scott Holaday and Marliss Desens
Paul Hughes
Liz and Mike Kelly
Marijo and Kevin Kelly
Carol and Norman Kempler
Matthew Kilbourne
Bob and Carolyn Kline
Pete and Barb Knapp
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Kulb
Linda Lane
Mr. and Mrs. John MacLennan
Michael Madison/Mary McBride
Steve and Dee Meeker
Meridian Hills Country Club
Mrs. Doris Nehnevay
Mark and Karen Noll
Mr. and Mrs. John Oberwetter
Dan and Brenda Osborn
Mike and Connie Overmyer
Jim and Dorothy Peterson
Ed and Lora Pinder
Pulaski County Abstract Co.
Rev. and Mrs. C. Davies Reed
Jeff and Brenda Roberts
Mike Rutigliano
Alex Rogers
Andrew Schuller
John Schultz
Gary and Barbara Shaffer
Mr. and Mrs. Verl Shaffer
Erika Shorney/Ruth Kaspar
Ms. Elaine Small
Susan Brent Smith
Mike and Patty Stallings
Mr. and Mrs. Tor Swennumson
Bill & Lydia Walsh
Dr. Leo and Emily Watson
Phil and Anne Watson
Leann Weatherby
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wilcox
Tom and Sue Wiley
Diana and Dan Yates

Lieutenant cont.

Amy Henderson
Fred and Shelley Hillis
John R. and Anita O. Hillis
Prof. Craighton and Dr. Linda 
    Hippenhammer
Hord Cottage
Jeff's PWC and Marine
Karen Kelley
Kelley Hardesty Smith and Co.
Suzanne King
Steve and Christy King
Chris and Kathleen Kline
Mr. and Mrs. John Kniesly
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Korellis
Phil and Liz Krause
Lions Club - Culver
Bill and Page Londrey
Chet and Kate Marshall
The Macey Cottage
The Martello Family
Russ and Rita Mason
Petey Matthews
Ron and Jackie McFarland
Pat and Judy McNarny
Rosemary and Mark Miller
Miller Insurance Group
Sallie Jo and Chap Mitzell
Terry and Lew Mumford
Susan and John Nash
Seth and Monica Nicholas
Nancy L. Nichols
Brandt and Tara Oosterbaan
Heather Oosterhoff
Robert and Dianne Osborn
Pete and Jenny Pavilonis
Gary and Stephanie Peric
Dr. and Mrs. J. Scott Pittman
Pam Ratcliff
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Rauh
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Ray
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Rezek
William and Cheryl Rhodes
Jim and Mary Jo Risk
Joe and Liz Schaub
Steve Schaub/Susan Mikesell
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Schrage
Jim and Marian Schuller
Frank Setzler
Dr. and Mrs. Smit
Karyn and Chip Smitson
George and Monica Stephenson

Boat Captains
(Volunteers)

John (JD) Castleman
Don Fox

John Spensley
Ryan Schaefer
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2024 Special Gifts
In Memory of:

Doug Dunn 



Kline Levee Additions

Page 5

Upon examining the elevation
measurements this summer and
consulting with the project engineers,
LMEF determined that we would in fact
need a second addition of soil to the
center of the Kline Levee.

This was anticipated as a possibility from
the beginning, but we were hoping to get
by without it.

Winter provided the deep freeze needed
to mobilize equipment to maintain this
critical piece of infrastructure. The Kline
Levee holds back water on 80 acres of
wetland, filtering out excess nutrients
before they reach the lake.

Kline Levee water control structure

during a flood event, July 2024

Open year-round, the Lake Maxinkuckee
Wetlands Conservation Area area is
owned, operated, and maintained by the
Indiana Department of Natural Resources
(DNR), providing hunting, fishing, and
recreational opportunities to the people
of Indiana.

LMEF provides local resources,
knowledge, and funding to assist with lake
improvement projects when possible. This
$72,000 project was made possible by our
broad and consistent donor base that is
invested in the long term health of Lake
Maxinkuckee and its watershed.

Thank you! 

Would you prefer a digital copy
of this newsletter? We are happy to send
by mail, but if you prefer e-mail, just let
us know at LMEC@lakemax.org, or text
574-842-3686.



PO Box 187 Culver IN  46511
Lake Maxinkuckee Environmental Fund

Abbe Starr, Chair
Cheryl Bird, Vice Chair
Wendy Loehr, Treasurer
Dave Franckowiak
Dave Haist
Whipple Hazlewood
Amy Henderson
Carlie Irsay-Gordon
Chris Kline

BOARD OF DIRECTORS                  

Lake Maxinkuckee Environmental Council

Chris Kline, Chairman
Dave Blalock
Don Fox
Robert Ianello
Dan Osborn
Karen Shuman
John Spensley

Stay informed: 
Subscribe to Lake Max Messages blog
Sign up for monthly email updates
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

www.lakemax.org
lmec@lakemax.org

574-842-3686

Thank you for your time and dedication!        


